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Anywhere Farm by Phyllis Root 
Subject(s):                English, Science  

Grade(s):                    3-6                                    

Learning intention(s)               
• Students will listen to a story about growing food.  

• Students will develop an understanding of the basic principles of growing plants for food.  

•  Students will learn how plants can be grown in various places and how everyday objects can be 
repurposed as containers to house plants.   

 
Mapping to curriculum 
English 

Strands – Listening, Writing, Reading, Speaking 

• 3.1.1 Use an increasing amount of English to retell stories and present ideas  

• 4.2.2 Use a range of spoken text types to listen and respond in relation to familiar and local topics  

• 5.7.1 Choose ways to present what they have written to the class through drama, formal reading, 
posters etc 

• 6.2.2 Apply a range of strategies to communicate within the school and the local community as 
appropriate 

 
Science 

Strands – Life and Living, Energy and Change, Farming 

• 3.2.5 Appreciate that energy is essential for all aspects of human life and activity 

• 3.5.3.1 Construct a simple nursery box and sow seeds for germination 

• 4.1.2. Describe the main stages of reproduction in flowering plants 

• 4.6.1 Know essential characteristics of suitable sites for farming 

• 5.1.2. Understand that green plants need water, light energy and carbon dioxide for the process 
of photosynthesis 

• 6.6.1.1 Explain the benefits of gardening. 

Lesson Instructions 
Materials/resources                    

• YouTube read-aloud of Anywhere Farm 

• PowerPoint Presentation for teachers  

• Anywhere Farm Student worksheet – print 1 per student 

• Each student’s own writing and colouring pencils  

Key Vocabulary                     

Farm:  A place where food is grown. 

Seed:   A tiny plant in a protective shell. A seed needs to be in soil to grow into a big plant. 

Soil:  The special material on the top layer of the earth that seeds and plants grow in. 
Seedling:  A tiny new plant that has grown from a seed. 

Sprout:  A little shoot growing out of a seed or a plant. 

mailto:dibiaser@unimelb.edu.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBfWjz1thQI
https://unimelbcloud.sharepoint.com/:p:/t/Schoolgardenteachingactivity/EV4I8ZHOWj9GpYVLTtdClvsBAx6hNR6ZLFvuQMIl5Ji15w?e=a3A7mS
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To plant: A seed or baby plant is put into the soil so it can grow. 

Weed:   An unwanted plant in a garden 

Crate:   A box for carrying and storing things. 
Pail:  Another name for a bucket. 

Horn:   A musical instrument that has a wide opening. 

Balcony:  An enclosed platform on the outside of a building. 
To harvest:  To pick food or collect food from a plant when it is ready to eat. 

Activity 1: Introduce the purpose and structure of the lesson 

1. Prepare the class for the various activities involved in starting a school garden. 
o Show the PowerPoint presentation on starting a school garden.  
o Go through each slide to present the purpose, structure and intended outcomes of the lesson. 
o Slides 1 to 5 provide the purpose of the activity and the learning intentions. Ask students to guess 

what the story is all about, using the cover page and the title of the story, ie ‘Anywhere farm’. 
o Slide 4 introduces the book. If the teacher has a copy of the book, read the story ‘Anywhere Farm’ 

by Phyllis Root to the class or select some students to read parts of the book. 
o Slides 6 and 7 show examples of the vegetables, insects and birds mentioned in the story.  
o The teacher asks the students what they know about these plants and animals. Use questions 

such as ‘Are you familiar with these organisms? Have you grown these plants before or have you 
seen similar insects/ birds in your school or home environment? 

o Slide 8: Before going over the words in the vocabulary list, have the students work in pairs to 
suggest a meaning to each word. Show the slide and ask students which of their answers were 
right or wrong. 

o Slides 10 to 12: The teacher uses this set of slides to explain the different places and ways that 
gardens can be set up. Go over each image in the slides and get students to discuss and 
appreciate the different planting methods used. Ask them if they have seen examples of planting 
food in these different but creative ways. 

o Slides 13 to 15: This set of slides outlines the necessary items needed to plant and grow food in a 
garden or in pots or containers. These include seeds or seedlings, a spade and good soil as well 
as different types of containers. 

o Get students to work in pairs to discuss the different methods of planting they have seen being 
used at home and at school. Ask them questions such as ‘What plants are grown in gardens and 
in pots or containers? Are plants healthier when grown in pots or on the ground? 

Activity 2: Compile a class book entitled ‘Our School Garden’ 

1. Plan which plants to grow and where to plant your vegetable or herb and then share your ideas with 
others. 
o Slides 16 to 20. Ask students to copy in their exercise books a worksheet (similar to the one on 

Slide 16).  Inform them that they will each contribute their worksheet to the class book. 
o Ask students to work in pairs to plan what plant/plants to grow and where (ie in the garden or in 

garden beds or containers).  
o Each of them returns to the worksheet in their exercise books (similar to Slide 18 on the 

PowerPoint) and draws a picture of the plant they want to grow.  
o After drawing the picture, they write two sentences in the worksheet about the plant they intend 

to grow and the place where they will grow the plant (ie pot, garden bed or ground garden). 
o Share the worksheets with the rest of the class to get feedback. 
o Now, take a clean sheet of paper and copy across the worksheet in their exercise books (similar 

to Slide 18). Use coloring pencils or crayons to make the picture stand out and the vegetable/s 
easy to identify. This clean copy is the one that will be included in the class book called ‘Our 
School Garden’. 
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o Submit the completed worksheet to your teacher. Once the book is compiled, it can be shared 
with other grades in the school or displayed in the school library. 

Task(s) 
Years 3-4  

1. Practise growing plants in containers 
o Find old containers at home or at school to use as pots. 
o Add soil to the pots. Make sure the soil is smooth and moist. 
o Plant seeds or seedlings or propagate from existing plants. Choose plants that are easy and quick 

to grow, such as tomatoes, beans, cucumbers and slippery cabbage (Neka). 
o Find a spot in the classroom that is sunny and not too windy. 
o Check the plants every two days and water them if the soil looks hard and dry. 
o Measure the growth of the plants every week to see any changes in height and if there are any 

sprouts and check the condition the stalk and leaves. 
o Make a note of these changes in your exercise book. 

 
2. Share your experiences of planting a common vegetable with the class 

o At the end of two months, draw a picture of your plant and tell a story to the class about your 
experience of planting and of watching your plant grow. 

 
Years 5-6 

1. Practise growing plants in garden beds 
o Find existing garden beds or build new using large cardboard boxes or timber pieces. 
o Place the boxes in an area that is sunny and not too windy. 
o Add soil to the beds, making sure the soil is smooth and moist. Add compost if available.  
o Plant seeds or seedlings or propagate from existing plants. Choose plants that are easy and quick 

to grow, such as tomatoes, beans, cucumbers and bok choi. 
o Check the plants every two days and water them if the soil looks dry. 
o Measure the growth of the plants each week to see any changes in height, number of leaves and 

the health condition of the plant. Make a note of these changes in your exercise book. 
o At the end of two months, check the garden beds to see which plants have survived and which 

have withered. 
 

2. Share your experiences of planting a common vegetable with others in the class 
o Write a short paragraph (3-4 sentences) about your experience of planting your vegetable and of 

observing your plant go through the different growing stages. 
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Teacher Supporting Resource:  
Design your ANYWHERE garden (using recycled materials) 
 

BE CREATIVE: What re-usable items will you use to DESIGN your ANYWHERE GARDEN 
at your school? 

WE WANT LOTS OF DIFFERENT IDEAS LIKE IN THE STORY        
 

Tell us what recycled OR re-usable items you will use to make your ANYWHERE garden. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Tell us where you will build your ANYWHERE garden.  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe your ANYWHERE garden (use interesting describing words). 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

[TURN OVER and you can draw a picture of your ANYWHERE garden on the back] 

Name: ___________________________________________ 
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Now draw a beautiful picture of your ANYWHERE garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

 


